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(Added Pub. L. 90–235, § 2(a)(1)(B), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 
Stat. 755.) 

§ 520. Limitation on enlistment and induction of 
persons whose score on the Armed Forces 
Qualification Test is below a prescribed level 

(a) The number of persons originally enlisted 
or inducted to serve on active duty (other than 
active duty for training) in any armed force dur-
ing any fiscal year whose score on the Armed 
Forces Qualification Test is at or above the 
tenth percentile and below the thirty-first per-
centile may not exceed 20 percent of the total 
number of persons originally enlisted or in-
ducted to serve on active duty (other than ac-
tive duty for training) in such armed force dur-
ing such fiscal year. 

(b) A person who is not a high school graduate 
may not be accepted for enlistment in the armed 
forces unless the score of that person on the 
Armed Forces Qualification Test is at or above 
the thirty-first percentile; however, a person 
may not be denied enlistment in the armed 
forces solely because of his not having a high 
school diploma if his enlistment is needed to 
meet established strength requirements. 

(Added Pub. L. 96–342, title III, § 302(b)(1), Sept. 8, 
1980, 94 Stat. 1082; amended Pub. L. 96–579, § 9, 
Dec. 23, 1980, 94 Stat. 3368; Pub. L. 97–86, title IV, 
§ 402(b)(1), Dec. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 1104; Pub. L. 
98–94, title XII, § 1268(3), Sept. 24, 1983, 97 Stat. 
705; Pub. L. 100–370, § 1(a)(1), July 19, 1988, 102 
Stat. 840.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

1988 ACT 

Amendment of subsection (b) is based on Pub. L. 
93–307, title IV, § 401, June 8, 1974, 88 Stat. 234, as amend-
ed by Pub. L. 93–365, title VII, § 705, Aug. 5, 1974, 88 Stat. 
406.

Editorial Notes 

AMENDMENTS 

1988—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–370 inserted before pe-
riod at end ‘‘; however, a person may not be denied en-
listment in the armed forces solely because of his not 
having a high school diploma if his enlistment is need-
ed to meet established strength requirements’’. 

1983—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 98–94 struck out provisions 
under which, for fiscal years beginning on October 1, 
1980, and October 1, 1981, the total number of persons 
originally enlisted or inducted to serve on active duty 
(other than active duty for training) in the armed 
forces during such fiscal years whose score on the 
Armed Forces Qualification Test was at or above the 
tenth percentile and below the thirty-first percentile 
could not exceed 25 percent of the number of such per-
sons enlisted or inducted into the armed forces during 
such fiscal years, and, in the provisions remaining ap-
plicable to fiscal years beginning after Sept. 30, 1982, 
substituted ‘‘20 percent of the total number of persons 
originally enlisted or inducted to serve on active duty 
(other than active duty for training) in such armed 
force’’ for ‘‘20 percent of the number of such persons en-
listed or inducted into such armed force’’. 

1981—Pub. L. 97–86 designated existing provisions as 
subsec. (a) and added subsec. (b). 

1980—Pub. L. 96–579 struck out subsec. (a) designation 
and subsec. (b) authorizing the Secretary of Defense for 
national security reasons to waive the enlistment and 
induction limitation based on percentile limits condi-
tioned upon notification of the Congress and a concur-
rent resolution of approval.

Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1981 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 97–86, title IV, § 402(b)(2), Dec. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 
1105, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by para-
graph (1) [amending this section] shall take effect at 
the end of the 30-day period beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this Act [Dec. 1, 1981].’’

PILOT PROGRAM FOR TREATING GED AND HOME SCHOOL 
DIPLOMA RECIPIENTS AS HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 
FOR DETERMINATIONS OF ELIGIBILITY FOR ENLIST-
MENT IN ARMED FORCES 

Pub. L. 105–261, div. A, title V, § 571, Oct. 17, 1998, 112 
Stat. 2033, as amended by Pub. L. 106–65, div. A, title X, 
§ 1067(3), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 774, directed the Sec-
retary of Defense to establish a pilot program during 
the period Oct. 1, 1998, to Sept. 30, 2003, to assess wheth-
er the Armed Forces could better meet recruiting re-
quirements by treating GED recipients and home 
school diploma recipients as having graduated from 
high school with a high school diploma for the purpose 
of determining eligibility of those persons to enlist in 
the Armed Forces, and to submit to committees of Con-
gress a report on the program not later than Feb. 1, 
2004. 

MAXIMUM NUMBER OF ARMY ENLISTEES AND INDUCTEES 
WHO ARE NOT HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES 

Pub. L. 96–342, title III, § 302(a), Sept. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 
1082, as amended by Pub. L. 97–86, title IV, § 402(a), Dec. 
1, 1981, 95 Stat. 1104; Pub. L. 97–252, title IV, § 403, Sept. 
8, 1982, 96 Stat. 725; Pub. L. 98–94, title IV, § 402, Sept. 
24, 1983, 97 Stat. 629; Pub. L. 98–525, title IV, § 402, Oct. 
19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2516; Pub. L. 99–145, title IV, § 402, Nov. 
8, 1985, 99 Stat. 618, provided that the number of male 
individuals enlisted or inducted into the Army during 
the fiscal year beginning on Oct. 1, 1985, who were not 
high school graduates could not exceed, as of Sept. 30, 
1986, 35 percent of all male individuals enlisted or in-
ducted into the Army during such fiscal year. 

DENIAL OF ENLISTMENT FOR LACK OF HIGH SCHOOL 
DIPLOMA PROHIBITED 

Pub. L. 93–307, title IV, § 401, June 8, 1974, 88 Stat. 234, 
as amended by Pub. L. 93–365, title VII, § 705, Aug. 5, 
1974, 88 Stat. 406, which provided that no volunteer for 
enlistment into the Armed Forces shall be denied en-
listment solely because of his not having a high school 
diploma when his enlistment is needed to meet estab-
lished strength requirements, was repealed and re-
stated in sections 520(b) and 3262 of this title by Pub. L. 
100–370, § 1(a), July 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 840. 

[§ 520a. Repealed. Pub. L. 106–398, § 1 [[div. A], 
title X, § 1076(g)(1)], Oct. 30, 2000, 114 Stat. 
1654, 1654A–282] 

Section, added Pub. L. 97–252, title XI, § 1114(c)(1), 
Sept. 8, 1982, 96 Stat. 749; amended Pub. L. 104–106, div. 
A, title XV, § 1502(a)(1), Feb. 10, 1996, 110 Stat. 502; Pub. 
L. 106–65, div. A, title X, § 1067(1), Oct. 5, 1999, 113 Stat. 
774, related to criminal history information for mili-
tary recruiting purposes. 

§ 520b. Applicants for enlistment: authority to 
use funds for the issue of authorized articles 

Funds appropriated to the Department of De-
fense may be used for the issue of authorized ar-
ticles to applicants for enlistment. 

(Added Pub. L. 98–525, title XIV, § 1401(a)(1), Oct. 
19, 1984, 98 Stat. 2614; amended Pub. L. 99–145, 
title XIII, § 1303(a)(4)(A), Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 
738.)
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